
Bill Wolff 
Creative Hypertext, Summer 2008 
Syllabus 

 
Course Info 
Course Location: Education Hall 2097 Course Hours: TWH 6:30  9:00pm 

we will not meet in class Ws 
Office Location: Education Hall 3075 Office Hours: T, H 4:30  6:00 or by appt. 
Contact: wolffw@rowan.edu Office Phone: 856-256-5221 

Course Web Sites:  http://williamwolff.org/courses/ch-summer-2008  

Course Description 
In this course we will learn about the fascinating genres of hypertext fiction and poetry creative 
texts that are designed and composed specifically for the web. We will read important theory on 
hypertext and electronic literature theory that will help us see how hypertext fiction and poetry 
challenge our print-based understanding of plot, narrative, grammar, rhetoric, and so forth. The 
course is going to ask us to read and think in new ways and to consider how medium effects 
structure and comprehension.  

We will also be composing our own hypertext pieces specifically, one short piece of hypertext 
fiction or one poem (or series of short poems). These pieces are to be original to the course, not 
work that you have written elsewhere that you wish to adapt to the hypertext landscape. We will 
also read some articles on composing hypertext work.  

Creative hypertext is just one small genre in what has become an ever-expanding collection of 
work that has been grouped under the heading: Electronic Literature. Because much of this work 
is based in Flash, we will not have time to compose our own here. However, each of us will 
present one piece of Electronic Literature collected in the Electronic Literature Collection 
(Volume I).  

Required Texts 
Hayles, N.K. (2008). Electronic literature: New horizons for the literary. Notre Dame, IN: 
University of Notre Dame Press.  

Jackson, S. (1995). Patchwork girl. [CD]. Watertown, MA: Eastgate Systems.  

Joyce, M. (1987). afternoon: a story. [CD]. Watertown, MA: Eastgate Systems. 

 

Various photocopies and online readings. 

 

Computer with Internet access 

 

Microsoft Word or any of many online alternatives  

 

Rowan email address 

 

Other materials as needed 

http://williamwolff.org/courses/ch-summer-2008
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Office Hours 
Office hours are designed for you, giving you a more private environment in which we may talk 
about your work, your performance in class, etc. If you are unable to see me during my office 
hours, do not hesitate to make an appointment to see me at a different time.   

Contacting Each Other 
There will be times during the semester when I will need to contact the class and you will need 
to contact me. I will contact you via your Rowan email account, so please be sure that you are 
checking it regularly and/or forwarding it to the email service you use most regularly. If you do 
not know your Rowan email address, you can find it on the Email page of the Rowan web site 
(http://www.rowan.edu/toolbox/email/#students). 

I am in my office only during office hours and the brief times before and after class. As a result, 
calling me in my office will not get you an immediate response. I strongly suggest you contact 
me via email, which I check all day long. 

Email, however, tends to be seen as an informal medium. This, however, should not always be 
the case. All emails that I send to you will have a meaningful subject line and a proper salutation 
( Hi Class, or Hi Jane, etc.). The first sentence will notify you of the purpose of the email, 
and then will get to the heart of the matter. It will end with a formal closing ( Thanks, BW ). I 
expect the same from any email you send. Any email that does not will immediately be deleted 
and not responded to. 

Do not send any official course-related queries to me via Facebook messaging or Wall posts. If 
there is an emergency (such as your email not working) and you decide that Facebook is the best 
way to contact me, use the message service and not the Wall post Wall posts are public and 
cannot be made private.  

Students with Disabilities 
Your academic success is important. If you have a documented disability that may have an 
impact upon your work in this class, please contact me. Students must provide documentation of 
their disability to the Academic Success Center in order to receive official University services 
and accommodations. The Academic Success Center can be reached at 856.256.4234. The 
Center is located on the 3rd Floor of Savitz Hall. The staff is available to answer questions 
regarding accommodations or assist you in your pursuit of accommodations. We look forward to 
working with you to meet your learning goals.  

Attendance and Late Work 
You are expected to be in class. For every absence after 2 absences your final grade will be 
reduced by a full letter. A student is considered late if they arrive after the sign-up sheet has gone 
around the room; lateness equals .5 absences. Work handed in late will not be accepted.  

Grading  
Grades correspond to the Graduate Handbook (A-C) for graduate students. Requirements for 
specific projects will be detailed when the project description is handed out. The hypertext piece 
is 60%, the presentation 20%, and class discussion 20%.   

http://www.rowan.edu/toolbox/email/#students

