Bill Wolff

Writing, Research, and Technology, Fall 2009
Discussion Questions for When the Levees Broke and OHR Chapters

1) Define oral history in your own words. Be as complex as necessary. What makes oral history different than traditional forms of history?

2) What does Thompson mean by the phrase “social purpose of history” (p. 25)? How does oral history challenge and/or engage that social purpose?

3) Think about the phrase “writing history” (p. 30). What does it say about the factual nature of history? Is history factual or something else entirely?

4) Looking in the text, come up with 3 – 4 characteristics of oral history that are found in WTLB.

5) Come up with a list of 4 or 5 video techniques that Spike Lee employed to enhance the overall impact of the film.

