
Bill Wolff 
Writing, Research, and Technology, Spring 2015 
Final Essay Assignment 
 
Assignment Overview 
For the last 11 weeks, you have dedicated a significant amount of time to learning about a 
particular hashtag used by people on Twitter. Through this process you have 
 

• learned how to archive tweets using Martin Hawksey’s TAGS 6.0 
• learned how to visualize the tweets using TAGSExplorer 
• discussed what you learned about your hashtag by looking at the test TAGS archive and 

TAGSExplorer visualization (blog post 1) 
• discussed what you learned about the various web sites associated with your hashtag 

(blog post 2) 
• discussed what you learned about the various social media spaces associated with your 

hashtag (blog post 3) 
• discussed 3 scholarly journal articles associated with your hashtag (blog post 4) 
• conducted a Grounded Theory analysis of a selection of tweets, including Open Coding, 

Axial Coding, and Selective Coding 
 
You have been using Twitter so you could gain familiarity with its functions, mechanics, and 
affordances. You have read scholarship in the areas of virtual communities, social networking, 
participatory culture, personal connections, information ecologies, fandom, research ethics, and 
how people are writing on Twitter. You have become experts on your particular hashtag and you 
are well on your way to understanding how and why people are using it.  
 
Assignment Specifics 
In this essay, I would like you to use the results of your Grounded Theory analysis to discuss 
how and why people are using the hashtag. Your analysis should reveal the complexity of the 
composing community (and whether it can be considered a community at all) and what it all 
means for understanding the ways people are writing on Twitter. Your conclusions should be 
informed by the scholarship we have read on communities, social networking, participatory 
culture, etc. 
 
Please use APA format for parenthetical citations and Reference list. Please use double space 
and Times New Roman font size 12, 1” margins all around. 
 
We will be writing the essay in parts over three drafts. It will have the following sections in 
order: Introduction, Background, Methodology, Results and Discussion, Conclusion: 
 

Introduction 
The Introduction introduces the main ideas and goals of the essay. It has a thesis 
statement and a “so what?” statement that describes the implications of your work. We 
will write this section last. (Length: 1 page) 
 



Background 
The Background provides readers with the information necessary for understanding the 
rest of the assignment. You should assume your audience is intelligent but is not familiar 
with your hashtag or Twitter. We will write this section for rough draft 1. (Length: 1.5 – 
2.5 pages) 
 
Methodology 
The Methodology section gives readers an understanding of the steps you used to 
complete the analysis. It should be detailed and, following a brief overview of Grounded 
Theory, can contain a list of very specific steps you used. Do not assume the reader 
knows what Grounded Theory is. We will write this section for rough draft 1. (Length: ¾ 
- 1 page) 
 
Results and Discussion 
In this section—the longest section of the essay—you discuss the results of your 
Grounded Theory analysis, including at least discussions of these parts: 
 

1. what you learned about your hashtag by looking at the test TAGS archive and 
TAGSExplorer visualization (based on blog post 1; include an image of the 
visualization if you have one) 

2. what you learned about the various web sites associated with your hashtag (based 
on blog post 2) 

3. what you learned about the various social media spaces associated with your 
hashtag (based on blog post 3) 

4. your Open Coding results (include a table of all codes and definitions; table 
template to be provided) 

5. your Axial Coding results (include a column chart showing percentages and a 
table of all codes and definitions; table template to be provided) 

6. at least 1 Selective Coding category, listing the Axial Codes that you placed in 
that Selective Code 

 
We will write parts 1 – 6 (minus tables) for rough draft 1.  

 
7. For each of the Axial Codes that are part of your chosen Selective Code, discuss 

your rationale for each, including example tweets and citations from any relevant 
scholarship. Make each Axial Code a subheading. We will write part 7 and the 
tables for rough draft 2. (Length: 5 – 8 pages) 

 
Conclusion 
The Conclusion section is where you consider the implications of what you have written 
in terms of relevant scholarship. Because each of your studies are different, the relevant 
scholarship will be different. The goal here is to come to an understanding of the ways 
people who use your hashtag are writing on Twitter, and what it says about any possible 
community. We will write this section for rough draft 2. (Length: 2 – 3 pages) 



Due Dates 
 

Rough Draft 1 
• Due Thursday, 4/16 by 11:00pm in the rough-draft-1 folder in Dropbox. 
• Should contain the following sections: Background, Methodology, Results and 

Discussion (parts 1 – 6, without tables) 
• Name file: yourlastname-wrts15-rd1.doc or .docx 

 
Rough Draft 2 

• Due Tuesday, 4/28 by class time in the rough-draft-2 folder in Dropbox 
• Should contain REVISED versions of Background, Methodology, Results and 

Discussion (parts 1 – 6), and new versions of Results and Discussion part 7, 
Conclusion, and all tables 

• Name file: yourlastname-wrts15-rd2.doc or .docx 
 
Final Draft 

• Due Thursday, 5/7 by 11:00pm in the final-folder in Dropbox 
• Should contain REVISIONS to all sections and the inclusion of an Introduction 
• Name file: yourlastname-wrts15-fd.doc or .docx 

 
Notes 
Required conferences will be held 4/20, 4/21, and 4/22 to discuss rough draft 1. The sign-up 
sheet will be sent soon. 
 
BW will be available on 5/4 and 5/5 for mini conferences to discuss Introductions and 
Conclusions. Times will be announced. These are not required meetings. 
 
If you would like to use a typewriter for your paper, please see me to discuss options. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


