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Tufte on PowerPoint

For this in-class small-group assignment, each group will complete this sheet together as a group.
One student can have their computer open so you are all able to look at some online examples.

In the opening passage of “PowerPoint Does Rocket Science,” Tufte uses the phrase “cognitive
style of PowerPoint.” He uses the phrase throughout the discussion. What do you think that
phrase actually means? What actually is the “cognitive style of PowerPoint”? What might be the
“cognitive style” of Canva slides (open up Canva and create a new slideshow)? If there is a
difference, what makes that difference?

I’d like you to try to come up with 7 ways that the functionality and design of PowerPoint
structures how knowledge is presented. What about GoogleSlides? If you have PowerPoint open
it up and compare it to GoogleSlides. For both, add a second slide and compare those.

Search online for “best PowerPoint slides” and “worst PowerPoint slides.” Choose one example
of each. What would Tufte say about both and why?



